
�6�"�(�����;�������"���X�;�������������.�������������������_����������
���	���� �����%�)�+�/���)�.�������&��� �#�����������)� �����)�.���'�*�������%�������#��� �0�������)�.���'�*�����������5���%�#�������&��� �#�������)�&�)� �1���B�'�*�����)�'�*���%����
�-����� ������� �'�����+���A���:�)� �'�����%�%���'����� �#���'�*�����B���%���'�����*�C�������%����� �������&��� �#���C�����@�)�%�,���%�&�1���J� �)�5� �����������'�������*�%�����'�)�/�*���%����
�����(�����R�5�*���0�*���5�������,�)���'���)�.�'��� ���5�%���'�'��� ���0�)�&�&�)�L�+�����&�&�1�����������'���������'�'���������(�����R���'����� ���,�� ���5�������0�*��� �����#��
��� ���$�2�4�2���-�1����� �����0�'���)�.���'�*�����������5���%�#�������&��� �#���������������&���'�+�%����

���'�������*�%�����'�)�/�*���%���K�������������K�:���%�5���%�I�����	�)�/���9�C���&����������� ���&�)� �����'�+�#�����8�7�S���4�6�����E������� �#���&���'���'�+�#�����$���S���$�6����������
��� �#���*��������� �����%�������)�.���8�2�����L�+���%�����,���&�������B���L�+���&���'�)�������%�����1����� �#���<�+���%� �����1�C���������(�����A����� ���&�)� �����'�+�#�����8�7�S���!�3����
�E������� �#���&���'���'�+�#�����$���S���4�"���������A���*�������%�)�+���*�&�1���3�"�����L�+���%�����,���&�������B�5�*���0�*�����������&�����*�'�&�1���,�)�%�����'�*��� �������%�����1�C����
��� ���+���&�&�����&�����������'���&�)� �����'�+�#�����8�!�S���3�����E������� �#���&���'���'�+�#�����$�6�S���$�7������������� �#���*�������)� �&�1���!�3�����L�+���%�����,���&�����A���-�+�'��
�'�*�����K�;�)�����9����� �#���)�'�*���%��� �������*�-�)�+�%��� ���������&��� �#�������%�����#���/��� �#��� �0���������)�.����� ���+���&�&����

���*�����'�)�'���&���/�)�/�+�&���'���)� ���)�.���'�*�������%�������#��� �0�1���5�����������'���,���'���#���'�)���-�������-�)�+�'���3�7�A�"�3�������'���'�*������� �#���)�.���$�2�3�!��
���*�����0�+�%�%��� �0�1����� ���+�������0�)� �������'�����)�.�����%���'�����*�������%���-�-����� ��� �)�'��������� �#����� ���'���#������� ���#�)�,���0�)��� �������*����

�,�)� ���1���)�.�����0�0�)�+� �'���������'�*�������%���'�����*���E�����'����� �#����� ���#�)�&�&���%�R�X���P�Y�4���6�)�A���)�%���V���P�4�������7�#���R�'�*�)�+���*���'�*����
��� ���'���#�����'���'�������#�)�&�&���%���������'�*�����,���#���+�,���)�.�����O�0�*��� ��������� ���'�*���������%����� �������&��� �#���������'�����������O�/���0�'���#���'�*���'���'�)�5���%�#����
�'�*������� �#���)�.���$�2�3�3���'�*������� ���'���#������� ���#�)�,���0�)��� ���5���&�&���-�����%���/�&���0���#���-�1���&�)�0���&�����+�-�����#�����%�1���B�#���0���,���&�C���0�)��� ��������

���*���%�������%�����������/�)���'���)�.�.���0��������� ���'�*�������%�������#��� �0�1�A�������'�+���'���#���������.�)�&�&�)�5���G�R
�>���������(�������������������������N�������������'���%�%�����B�<�����������C�A�������1�)� �A���;�����/�/�������)���#�A�����&�#�����)���#�A����� �#������� �#�1

���)��� �'��
�>�����4���3�����N�����*���%�&�����'�)�5� ��
�>�����2���������������N�����&�)�5��� �������)��� �'�A���������'����� �#�A���@�)�%�����'�A�����*�������)���#�A����� �#�����*���������&�&���1��

�����(�������*���#�����'�����)�5� �����'���,�/�������&�%�����#�1����� ���$�6�8�$�A����� �#��������� �'�����*�%�����'�)�/�*���%����� ���$�6���"�������)�'�*���������+�����������(����
�/�&���0���A����� ���$�6�2�"�A���'�)���'�*��������� ���%���&���������+�����)�.���'�*�����������5���%�#�������&��� �#�����+� �'���&���$�2�"�!���5�*��� ��� ���5�����'���,�/������� ���0�%���-���#��
���'���������'�'���������(�������5���%������� �'�%�)�#�+�0���#��

���*�����0�+�%�%��� �'���������+���A���*�����#���#���K���'�������*�%�����'�)�/�*���%�A�������(��������� �#����� ���+���&�&���9�A���0�)� �������'�����)�.���$�7���#��� �)�,��� ���N
�'���)� ���A����� ���%���(���#����� �#���%���0���������/�%��� �'���#���-�1���:�������%�������E���'���%�&�)�5���T�����)� �������'�#���A���������.�)�&�&�)�5���H�R

�;������ �����@�������������;�������:�������������� �������������� ��������������

���&���(�������%����� ����� �#���)�%��� ���� �����'�*���	�)�+��������� �#�����/���A��
�����(����

�E���%� ���%�������%�J�A�����'�A�������'�'����
�:���/ ���)�.���'�*�������%�������#��� �0�1��
��� �����%���,���'�)� �����	���&�&�A

���'���������'�'��
�����(�������.�%�)�,���'�*�����������������)�%�'�*��
����� � ���1�I�����������0�*�A�������(������
�����%���������E���%� ���%�I�������)�,�-�A

���'���������'�'��
���&�#�����)���#�������1�A�����'���������'�'����
�������������&��� �#���0�)�'�'�)� �A�������(������
���*�������%�������+�%�1�A�����'���������'�'����
�����&�'�����)� �#�A����� ���+���&�&����
���+�����%���.���0�'�)�%�1�A�����'���������'�'��

�������!���3�4�����0��� �'

�<�%����� �������!���3�4��
�������!���3�4��
�������!���3�4

�7���0��� �'��
�!���0��� �'��
�4���0��� �'��

�����#����� �#���/�+�%�/�&��
�����#

���&�+������� �#�����%���1��
���&�+��
���&�+������� �#���-�%�)�5� 

�3���0��� �'��
�8���0��� �'����

�$�7���0��� �'��

�������!���3�4��
�������!���3�4��
�������!���3�4

���&���0�J����� �#���%���#
�����(�������%����� ����� �#���#�����/���-�%�)�5� ��
���%��� ��������� �#���)�*�(�������%����� ��
�<�%����� ����� �#���-�&�+����
�?���&�&�)�5�����%����� ����� �#���%���#

�7�4���0��� �'����
�4�6���0��� �'����
�8�"���0��� �'����
�Y�$���7�"��
�Y�4���6�"

�$���$�7���3�4��
�$���$�7���3�4��
�$���$�7���3�4��
�$���$�7���3�4��
�$���$�7���3�4

�$�$�7



The medallion portrait of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, incorporated in these designs 
is copied from a photograph taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.
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1 1 cent. Bath House and Spa, Nevis. The island of Nevis was a fashionable health resort already
in the i8th century, thanks to the valuable medicinal properties of the hot mineral springs near 
Charlestown. Even today these may still be enjoyed at the Old Bath House Hotel, which is the 
largest hotel in the island.
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2 cents. Warner Park, St. Kitts. St. Christopher (St. Kitts) claims the title of the mother 
colony of the British West Indies. Its Carib name is “Liamuiga”, meaning The Fertile Isle. 
Its capital is Basseterre, not the least of whose amenities in this lovely 20 acres park named after 
Sir Thomas Warner who was the first British Governor of the Island, and is acclaimed as its 
colonizer.

3 cents. Map of the Presidency. This shows the three main islands, St. Christopher, Nevis and 
Anguilla in relation to their near neighbours of the French and Netherlands West Indies, from 
which they are distinguished by being shown in solid red.

4 cents. On Brimstone Hill, St. Kitts. Ten miles from Basseterre, on the south-west side of 
the island, this hill rises to 750 feet. It was once the home of the garrison. The fortress has been 
completely restored and now looks almost as it did in the 17th century when it was the scene of 
bitter fighting between the English and the French. It is sometimes called the “Gibraltar of 
the West Indies”.

5 cents. Nevis from the sea—North. Nevis, which lies about i J miles south-east of St. Kitts, 
is the second largest island in the Presidency. It was in Charlestown that Sir Alexander Hamilton 
who drafted the United Stated Constitution, was born on the iith January, 1757; and in Fig 
Tree Church, 2 miles from the Charlestown Pier, may be seen the Register which contains an 
entry certifying Nelson’s marriage to Francis Herbert Nisbet, widow of Josiah Nisbet, M.D., 
both of whom were Nevis residents.

6 cents. Pinney’s Beach, Nevis. This delightful palm-fringed beach lies on the western coast, 
close to Charlestown. It was near this spot that Nelson found water for his ships at a spring 
which was later named after him.

12 cents. Sir T. Warner’s Tomb, St. Kitts. Here, in St. Thomas’ Churchyard, Middle Island, 
lie the mortal remains of the first British Governor, who landed in St. Kitts on the 28th January, 
1623; and it was from this island that he set forth, in 1632, with his son, to colonize first Antigua 
and later Montserrat.

24 cents. Old Road Bay, St. Kitts, is the site of Sir Thomas Warner’s landing. It is on the 
south-west coast of St. IGtts, roughly miles from Middle Island.

48 cents. Sea-island cotton, Nevis. Over 3,000 acres of land are devoted to cotton on this one 
island, the lint forming one of its principal products for export. The by-products, cotton seed 
oil and cotton seed cake and meal, are, however, all consumed within the Colony.

60 cents. The Treasury, St. Kitts, is at the head of the Western Pier in Basseterre, the capital 
of the island. It is an unpretentious building dating from 1894.

$1-20. Salt Pond, Anguilla. So called because its shape is fike that of a snake, and not on 
account of the absence of snakes, Anguilla claims to be the healthiest of the Leeward Islands. 
Salt is its chief product, many thousands of barrels being exported annually. The view on this 
stamp is of the salt ponds as seen from North Hill.

$4-80. Sugar Factory, St. Kitts. Sugar cultivation and production is the staple industry of 
this island and the Basseterre central factory is one of the most efficient and up to date in the 
whole of the West Indies. It is about a mile from the capital and produces some 30 to 40 thousand j 
tons a year. It is interesting to recall that it was in 1640 that sugar was first manufactured in 
Barbados, whence the industry spread into the whole of the Leeward Islands.

N.B.—The general issue of “Leeward Islands” stamps is valid concurrently in all the four 
Presidencies.
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St. Helena
THE Island of St. Helena is a British Colony situated in the Atlantic Ocean at longitude 5° 42' 
W. and latitude 15° 55' S. It is distant 1,140 miles from the nearest point in West Africa, 
1,800 miles from South America and 1,695 itdles from Cape Town, South Africa. It was dis­
covered by the Portuguese navigator Juan de Nova Castella on the 21st May, 1502, the anni­
versary of Saint Helena (mother of the Emperor Constantine). It has two dependencies. 
Ascension Island and the Tristan da Cunha group of islands, but as these places issue their 
own stamps they are dealt with separately.

The area of St. Helena is 47 square miles (slightly larger than Jersey) and its population 
numbered 4,895 at the end of 1953.

The currency in use is British sterling.
There is but one post office, in Jamestown.
St. Helena’s first postage stamp, the 6d. blue, was issued in January, 1856. The current 

series comprises 13 denominations, engraved and recess printed by Messrs. De La Rue & Co. 
Ltd., as follows:—

DENOMINATION COLOURS SUBJECT DATE OF ISSUE

id. Black and emerald 
Black and green 
Black and violet 
Black and maroon 
Black and red 
Black and chocolate 
Black and blue 
Black and purple 
Black and grey 
Black and claret 
Black and Ulac 
Black and sepia 
Black and orange

The Colony’s Badge 
Flax Plantation 
Heart-shaped waterfall 
Lace making 
Drying flax 
Wire Bird
Flagstaff and The Barn 
Doiikeys carrying flax 
Map of St. Helena 
The Castle 
Cutting flax 
Jamestown 
Longwood House

4.8.53
4.8.53
4.8.53
4.8.53
4.8.53
4.8.53
4.8.53
4-8.53
4.8.53
4.8.53
4.8.53 
4-8.53
4-8.53

Id.
lid.
2d.
2id.
3d.
4d.
6d.
yd.
I/-
2/6d.
5/-

10/-

The portrait of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, incorporated in the designs of these stamps 
is copied from a photograph taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.

\d. The Colony’s Badge is derived from the central part of the Public Seal and depicts a three- 
masted vessel anchored off the rocky headland called, locally, the King and Queen rocks. The 
origin of this device is not recorded, but it is interesting to note that in the early days of Queen 
Victoria’s reign the vessel had at the stern a White Ensign instead of the St. George’s Cross 
which has appeared on the Seals of later reigns.

id., 2\d., 6d. and 2j6d. Flax industry. “Phormium tenax”, otherwise known as New Zealand 
9ax, provides the main agricultural industry of the island. There are eight nfills in operation 
with a total yearly output of some 1,200 tons of hemp, 600 tons of tow and 50 tons of rope and 
wine. On these four stamps we have glimpses of four stages in the production of flax; growing, 
fitting, drying and carrying. This last is performed by the humble, but irreplaceable, donkey
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whose sure-footedness renders him peculiarly suitable for such work under local conditions.

i|d. Heart-shaped waterfall. This is the island’s only waterfall. It is a never-failing source of 
interest to visitors owing to the remarkable formation of its natural setting. It has a drop
Ii6



of over 300 feet and is the overflow from one of the island’s many fresh-water springs.
2d. Lace making was introduced in the Island in the year 1897. It is a favourite pastime of the 

women who make much lace of excellent quality and workmanship.
3d. Wire Bird. “Aegialitis Sanctae—Helenae” is a kind of plover which derives its popularity 

from its alternative pseudonym “the only indigenous bird in St. Helena”. In an island so far 
from the mainlands it is difficult indeed to imagine indigenous fauna of any kind, but there is 
no clue whatsoever to the origin of this little land bird which is not known elsewhere.

4d. Flagstaff and the Bam are two hills forming prominent landmarks at the north-east 
extremity of the island. The Barn rises to 2,019 feetj while Flagstaff Hill can boast of 2,275

jd. Map. This shows the exact position of St. Helena in the South Atlantic Ocean and locates 
its most important features.

i/-. The Castle is situated in the lower part of Jamestown. It was built in 1708 (on the site 
of a fort dating from 1659) as the Governor’s residence, but is now used as Government offices.

$1-. Jamestown on the north-west coast of the Island is its only town and possesses the sole 
anchorage for large vessels. In the middle foreground of this view is the Castle. The white mark 
up the hill-side is “Jacob’s Ladder”, a flight of 699 steps leading to the old barracks.

10/-. Longwood House is the property of the French Government having been presented to 
them by Queen Victoria in the year 1858. It was in this house that Napoleon hved during his 
exile from 1815 until his death on the 5th May, 1821. His original grave is maintained there but 
his remains were taken to France in 1840 aboard the French Frigate “La Belle Poule”.

St. Lucia
THE Colony of St. Lucia is one of the four Windward Islands, 
the others being Dominica, Grenada and St. Vincent. Columbus 
discovered it on the 15th June, 1502 (the anniversary of Saint 
Lucia), lying in the Caribbean Sea at latitude 13° 54' N. and 
longitude 60° 59' W. It is about 24 miles to the south of 
Martinique and some 21 miles north-east of St. Vincent.

The area of the Colony is 233 square miles (about the size of 
Middlesex) and its population was estimated to be 81,761 at the 
end of 1952.

The currency of the Colony consists of British Caribbean notes 
and United Kingdom coins, but the money of account is the 
British West Indian dollar, ,((i=l4-8o (or |i=4s. 2d.). It is 
expected that towards the end of 1955 local subsidiary (decimal) 
coinage will replace United Kingdom coins.

The General Post Office is at Castries, and there are District 
Post Offices at Dennery, Micoud, Soufriere and Vieux Fort, and 
sub-post offices at Anse-la-Raye, Canaries, Choiseul, Gros Islet, 
Mabouya, Patience and Saltibus.

The first stamps of St. Lucia were issued on the i8th Decem­
ber, i860. The current series comprises 13 denominations as 
follows;—

i
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DATE OF ISSUESUBJECTCOLOimSDENOMINATION

Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
The Colony’s Arms 
The Colony’s Arms 
The Colony’s Arms 
The Colony’s Arms

Deep green
Magenta
Red
Grey
Violet
Orange
Purple
Blue
Chesmut
Azure
Olive
Green
Red

1.4.54 
28.10.53

2.9.54
7.1.54
1.4.54
2.9.54 
2.9.54 
2.9.54 
2.9.54 
2.9.54 
2.9.54 
2.9.54 
2.9.54

1 cent
2 cents
3 cents
4 cents
5 cents
6 cents 
8 cents

10 cents 
15 cents 
25 cents 
50 cents
$i
$250

All the above stamps are recess printed: the i to 15 cents by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons Ltd.; 
the 25 and 50 cents and |i and 12-50 values by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. Ltd.

The portraits of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, incorporated in the designs of these stamps 
are copied from photographs taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.

I to 15 cents. A left-profile portrait of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, encircled by a collar 
set with Fleurs-de-Lys and Roses, the floral emblems of the Colony.

25 cents to $2-50. The Colony's Arms. This is an accurate representation of the Armorial 
Ensigns granted by Royal Warrant dated the i6th August, 1939. The official description reads: 
“Sable a Cross of Bamboo couped between in the first and fourth quarters a Rose and in the 
second and third a Fleurs-de-Lys all Or, together with the motto ‘Statis Hand Malefida 
Carinis’.” The Royal Cypher with Crown appearing above the Shield is not part of the Arms. 
The motto has relation to the exceptional facilities offered by the good harbours and sheltered 
bays on the west coast for the refitting, repairing, and revictualling of ships in the 17th and 
18th centuries.

St. Vincent
THE Colony of St. Vincent, whose 
Carib name Hairoun means “Home of the 
Blessed”, is one of the four Windward 
Islands (the others being Dominica, 
Grenada and St. Lucia). It lies in the 
Caribbean Sea at 61 ° 14' W. longitude and 
13° 9' N. latitude, about 100 miles west 
of Barbados and 68 miles N.N-E. of 
Grenada. It was discovered by Columbus 
on the 22nd January, 1498, the anni­
versary of the martyrdom of Saint 
Vincent.
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Between St. Vincent and Grenada are some small islands, known as the Grenadines, which 
are attached to these two Colonies. Most of them are governed from St. Vincent, the principal 
one being Bequia which is only 9 miles from Kingstown.

The area of St. Vincent itself is 133 square miles; including its Grenadine dependencies the 
figure is 150 square miles (a little less than Rutlandshire), and the population was estimated to 
be 70,130 at the end of 1951.

The currency of the Colony consists of British Caribbean notes and United Kingdom coin, 
but the money of account is the British West Indian dollar (4s. 2d., or £1= 14-30). It is expected 
that towards the end of 1955 local subsidiary (decimal) coinage will replace the United Kingdom 
coin.

The General Post Office is at Kingstown, the capital. There are also 26 district post offices at 
Amos Vale, Barrouallie, Bequia, Bridgetown, Buccament, Calliaqua, Cannouan, Chateaubelair, 
Colonarie, Cumberland, Edinboro, Evesham, Georgetown, Layou, Lowmans (Windward), 
Lowmans Hill, Mayreau, Mesopotamia, New Ground, Orange Hill, Paget Town, Questelles, 
Sion Hill, Stubbs, Troumaca, and Union Island.

St. Vincent has had its own postage stamps since May, 1861. The current issue comprises 
12 denominations, engraved and recess printed by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons Ltd., as follows:—

SUBJECTDENOMINATION COLOURS DATE OF ISSUE

Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II 
The Colony’s Badge 
The Colony’s Badge 
The Colony’s Badge

Orange
Ultramarine
Grey
Brown
Red
Mauve
Blue
Dark green 
Sepia
Dark brown 
Blue-green 
Dark blue

16.9.551 cent
2 cents
3 cents
4 cents
5 cents 

10 cents 
15 cents 
20 cents 
25 cents 
50 cents

33

33

33

33

33

33

33

33

$I 33

$2-50 55

The medallion portrait of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, on the lower value stamps is 
copied from a photograph taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.

I cent to 25 cents. A portrait of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, wearing a diadem, set in a 
framework similar to that designed by Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. for the first issue of St. 
Vincent stamps.

5 cents, I dollar and $2-50. The Badge of the Colony of St. Vincent, based generally on Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon & Co.’s design for the high value stamps of 1880, but with the St. Edward’s 
Crown re-drawn and the Badge itself re-drawn to show the figure at the Altar with clasped 
hands, as in the Colony’s Pubhc Seal.
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Sarawak
SARAWAK is a Colony on the north-west coast of the island of Borneo. It is a strip of land 
about 450 miles long with a depth of from 40 to 120 miles, bounded on the north-west by the 
China Sea, on the north-east by the Colony of North Borneo and on the east and south by 
Indonesian Borneo. It lies between 109° 35' and 115’ 30' W. longitude and between 1° and 
5° N. latitude.

The area of the Colony is estimated at 47,070 square miles, which is nearly equal to that of 
England. The population numbered 596,790 at the end of 1953. Of this number nearly 75% 
were indigenous.

The currency of Sarawak consists solely of notes and coins issued by the Board of Com­
missioners of Currency, Malaya and British Borneo. The unit is the Malay dollar (|i=2s. qd.).

There are 35 post offices situated at: Kuching (G.P.O.), Balingian, Baram, Bau, Belaga, 
Betong, Binatang, Bintulu, Dalai, Daro, Debak, Engkilili, Kabong, Kanowit, Kapit, Lowas, 
Limbang, Lingga, Lubok Antu, Lundu, Marudi, Miri, Mukah, Oya, Pusa, Rajang, Saratok, 
Sarikei, Serian, Sibu, Simangang, Song, Spaoh, Tatau and Trusan.

Sarawak has had its own stamps since the ist March, 1869, at which time it was a separate 
State. The current set consists of 15 denominations as follows:—

SUBJECT DATE OF ISSUECOLOURSDENOMINATION

“Troides Brookeiand” 
“Tarsius"
Kayan girl and boy 
Bead work 
Dayak dancer 
Map of Sarawak 
Kenyah boys 
Fire making 
Kelemantan rice barn 
Pepper vines 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Iban woman 
Kelabit smithy 
Map of Sarawak 
Arms of Sarawak

Black
Orange
Sepia
T urquoise-blue 
Red
Yellow-orange
Violet
Blue
Brown and orange 
Green and red 
Red-brown and violet 
Brown and violet 
Green and sepia 
Carmine and blue 
Black, yellow and red, 

and deep purple

1 cent
2 cents 
4 cents 
6 cents 
8 cents

TO cents 
12 cents 
15 cents 
20 cents 
25 cents 
30 cents 
50 cents

3.1.50
3.1.50
3.1.50
3.1.50
3-I-50
1.2.52
3.1.50
3.1.50
3.1.50
3.1.50
1.6.55
3.1.50
3-I-50
3.1.50
3.1.50

$2
$5

!
The framework of the I5 stamp is recess printed, the “Arms” being Uthographed in their 

proper colours. The other values are all recess printed. Printers: Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson 
& Co. Ltd., who also prepared the designs from material provided by the Sarawak Government.

The Royal portraits incorporated in the designs are copied from photographs taken by 
Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.

I cent {Troides Brookeiana), also known as Rajah Brooke’s Bird-wing, is one of the loveliest ; 
butterflies in the world. Its colouring is black and vivid metallic green. The wing span is six

I
I

i
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inches or more and its flight is graceful. It was first discovered in Sarawak by Alfred Russell 
Wallace, who was Darwin’s associate.

2 cents. The Tarsius. “Tarsius spectrum bomeensis” is one of the “missing link” animals. About 
15 inches long, it has weird long toes with sucker tips, and enormous brown eyes. A nocturnal 
animal, it moves by jumps and it emits a frog-like sound about dusk. Very delicate, it is difficult 
to keep alive in captivity.

4 cents. Kayan Girl and Boy. The Kayans are a primitive but artistic tribe inhabiting the 
headwaters of the Baram and Rejang Rivers. They are noted for wood carving, bead and metal 
work. The women tattoo from elbow to knuckle with an attractive lace-like pattern suggesting 
long mittens, while their ear lobes are stretched by large heavy brass ornaments often extending 
to the breasts. The hair is worn long and kept in place by an ornamented head band.

6 cents. Bead work. This picture shows a Kayan woman sewing a bead pattern on a large 
palm leaf hat. These hats are as much as 30 inches in diameter with an inside head-piece like 
a scholar’s cap. They afford ample cover for the upper parts of the body both from sun and rain.

8 cents. Dyak dancer. Here we see an Iban, or Sea Dyak, in one of the poses of a ceremonial 
dance and dressed in ceremonial attire. The dance depicts various phases of an imaginary raid, 
culminating in the imaginary severing of the victim’s head. It is of interest that the Ibans 
adopted battle attire and weapons as well as many customs from their erstwhile enemies, the 
Kayans and Kenyahs. The kit worn by the Iban here depicted is all of the Kayan pattern.

10 cents and $2. Map of Sarawak. This map is designed to show the location and area of the 
present Colony of Sarawak, the whole of which was, prior to 1841, ruled over by the Sultan of 
Brunei.

12 cents. Kenyah boys. This tribe is closely allied to the Kayans and inhabits the same area. 
The prow of the canoe is realistically carved to represent the head of a crocodile. Formerly the 
war canoes were so carved. Today the custom is relegated to the racing canoes used in river 
regattas.

15 cents. Fire making. Although matches may now be found in most parts of Sarawak and the 
combination of flint, steel and tinder is still used in remote districts, there are yet a great many 
who produce fire by friction. Boy Scouts will need no telling that a rod of hard wood will 
produce a spark if, placed with its point in a cavity in a soft wood block, together with some 
dry fibre, it is rotated rapidly between the palms of the hands.

20 cents. Kelemantan rice barn. Strictly the word “Kelemantan” refers only to tribes living on 
wild sago, but numerous tribes of the interior have gradually adopted rice cultivation. The 
Ibans store their rice in the main building while other tribes build separate granaries away from 
the main building as a precaution against fire.

25 cents. Pepper vines {piper nigrum). Commercial pepper comes from cultivated vines trained 
up hardwood posts. The vines bear after three years and are in full bearing at seven years. The 
berry is known commercially as “Black” or “White” pepper according to the treatment it 
receives. Experts declare Sarawak pepper to be the best in the world.

30 cents. A framed portrait of Her Majesty, Queen EUzabeth II.
50 cents. An Iban woman in holiday attire consisting of a knee-length woven skirt fringed with 

silver ornaments—dollar pieces are very popular—topped by a short corset of rottan boxmd 
with either silver or brass wire. Usually the upper part of the body is left bare. 
Flowers or silver ornaments are used in the hair. Other jewellery consists mostly
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of a necklace of gaily coloured beads and a large number of silver bracelets on each arm.
$1. Kelabit smithy. The most remote tribe in Sarawak, the Kelabits are expert farmers and 

craftsmen. To make their fine steel bush knives and swords {parangs) they use stone hammers 
bound in rottan and lashed securely to wooden hafts.

$5. The Arms of Sarawak. These Armorial Ensigns are based on those of the Brooke family 
which ruled the country from 1841 to 1946. They were granted by Royal Warrant dated the 
loth March, 1947, the material part of which reads:—“Or on a cross per pale Sable and Gules 
an antique Crown of the field.”

Seychelles
THE Colony of the Seychelles lies in the Indian Ocean between latitudes 4° and 5° S., and 
between longitudes 50° and 60° E. It is an archipelago comprising 92 islands only 33 of which 
are inhabited. Mahe is the largest, the only others of importance being Praslin and La Digue. 
The group is named after Viscompte Morau des Sechelles, who was Controller-General of 
Finance under Louis XV of France (1756).

The total area of the group is 156 square miles (slightly more than Rutlandshire), of which 
Mahe claims 55. The population at the time of the last census (1947) was 34,632, of whom 80% 
resided on Mahe, but by the middle of 1952 it was estimated to have risen to 37,129—exclusive 
of the Military Pioneers serving in the Middle East.

The Colony’s currency consists of local Government notes and coins, the unit being the 
rupee, divided into too cents (Ri=is. 6d. sterling).

There are five post offices. The Central Post Office is at Port Victoria on Mahe, and there are 
district post offices at Anse Royale (Mahe), and Grand’ Anse (Praslin). Sub-post ofiices exist 
at Baie Sainte Anne (Praslin), and at La Digue Island.

Seychelles stamps were first issued on the 5th April, 1890. The current series comprises 15 
denominations, designed and photogravure printed by Messrs. Harrison & Sons Ltd., as 
follows:—

SUBJECTCOLOURS DATE OF ISSUEDENOMINATION

Sail-fish 
Giant Tortoise 
Coco-de-mer Palm 
Fishing Pirogue 
Map
Fishing Pirogue 
Giant Tortoise 
Sail-fish 
Fishing Pirogue 
Coco-de-mer Palm 
Map
Coco-de-mer Palm 
Giant Tortoise

Purple
Orange
Grey-blue
Green
Maroon
YeUow-bistre
Carmine
Blue
Purple-brown
Mauve
Black
Ultramarine
Ohve
Brown-red
Sea-green

2 cents
3 cents 
9 cents

15 cents 
18 cents 
20 cents 
25 cents 
40 cents 
45 cents 
50 cents 

I Rupee 
Rs. 1-50 
Rs. 2 25 
Rs. 5 
Rs. 10

1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54
1.2.54

Map
Sail-fish
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The medallion portraits of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, are reproduced from photo­
graphs taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.
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2 cents, 40 cents and 10 rupees. Sail-fish. This is a game fish of the family “Istiphorus”, to 
which the swordfish also belongs, and is found in most tropical waters. The extraordinary 
growth of its dorsal fin, from which its name is derived, is well shown on this stamp. It is caught 
with rod and hne, a fair average specimen weighing about too lbs. though much heavier 
examples are on record.

3 cents, 2^ cents and Rs. 2-25. Giant Tortoise. “Testudo elephantinai’ is found only in the 
Galapagos and Seychelles Islands. In its wild state it is now confined to the coral island of 
Aldabra, some 620 miles from Mahe where it is well protected. Elsewhere it is kept in captivity 
and a “herd” of about twenty may be seen in the Botanical Gardens, Mahe. They eat leaves and 
grass and can go without water for long periods. Their flesh is considered a dehcacy which it is 
customary to serve at weddings of importance in the Colony. They are among the longest- 
living creatines in the world, several examples more than 200 years old being known in various 
zoological gardens.

9 cents, 50 cents and Rs. 1-50. Coco-de-mer Palm. This magnificent and unique tree {Lodoicea 
maldivica, Pers.) is peculiar to the islands of Praslin and Curieuse—some 24 miles N.N.E. of 
Mahe—where it is strictly preserved. It does not commence to flower until it is about 25 years 
old and the fruit takes six to seven years to mature. Male and female flowers are borne on 
separate palms. The young fruit is considered a delicacy. The endosperm is valued in the East 
as a tonic and a poison antidote. The dried shells are used as receptacles for many purposes. 
The huge fully-grown leaves are used for thatching, while the young leaf is used for making 
the attractive “straw” hats commonly worn throughout the Seychelles.
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15,20 and 45 cents. Fishing Pirogue. These are light craft with flat bottoms and pointed bows. 
Made of local hardwood timber they are extraordinarily seaworthy, very adaptable and easily 
handled, whether poling, rowing or sailing. They are mainly used for fishing and may be taken 
far out to sea, but the fishermen always keep sight of Morne Seychellois, the 3,000 feet mountain 
which overshadows the harbour of Victoria, as the Indian Ocean is not a safe place to get lost in 
without navigational aids.

18 cents, I rupee and 5 rupees. Map. This design is intended simply to give the precise location 
of the Seychelles, sometimes called the “Star of the Indian Ocean”.

Sierra Leone
THE territory known as Sierra Leone, which is part Colony and part Protectorate, was so 
named by the Portuguese navigator Pedro da Cinta about the year a.d. 1460. Lying between 
6'^ 55' and 10° N. latitude, and 10° 16' and 13° 18' W. longitude, it is bounded on the south 
and west by the Atlantic Ocean, on the south-east by Liberia, and on its semi-circular 
eastern, northern and north-western frontier by French Guinea.

The Colony comprises the Sierra Leone Peninsula, Sherbro Island, several small islets, a 
few narrow strips of territory in the hinterland, and a strip of land along the coast varying in 
depth from J mile to i mile. The rest of the territory is Protectorate.

The total area is 27,925 square miles (about the size of Belgium and Denmark together) of 
which no less than 27,669 square miles comprise the Protectorate. The total population was esti­
mated to be roughly 2,005,000 at the end of June, 1952 (Colony 130,000; Protectorate 1,875,000).

The currency in use is British West African notes and coins, at par with sterling.
There are 31 post offices and 66 postal agencies in the territory, the names of the post offices 

being:—Freetown (G.P.O.), Banya, Blama, Bo, Bonthe, Clive Town, Daru, Hangha, Kabala, 
Kailahun, Kenema, Lunsar, Magburaka, Makeni, Mano, Mattru, Moyamba, New England, 
N’jale, Pendembu, Port Loko, Pujehan, Rokpur, Rotifunk, Sefadu, Segbwema, Sembehun, 
Sumbuya, Waterloo, Yengema, and Yonibana.

Sierra Leone issued her first (6d.) stamp in 1859. The current range consists of 13 denomina­
tions, engraved and recess printed by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons Ltd., as follows:—_________

DENOMINATION DATE OF ISSUECOLOURS SUBJECT

Black and blue-green 
Black and lake 
Mauve 
Scarlet
Black and blue 
Black and brown 
Grey
Black and olive 
Orange-yellow 
Black and sepia 
Brown 
Emerald 
Dark blue

id. Freetown 
Freetown 
Rice harvesting 
Rice harvesting 
Freetown 
Freetown 
Rice harvesting 
Freetown 
Rice harvesting 
Freetown 
Rice harvesting 
Rice harvesting 
Freetown

1.5.38 
1.5.38 
1.2.41 
1.2.41 
1.5.38 

20.6.38 
20.6.38 
20.6.38 

1.7.44 
20.6.38 
20.6.38 
20.6.38 
20.6.38

id.
lid.
2d.
3d.
4d.
6d.
I/-
i/3d.
2/-
5/-

10/-
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The medallion portrait of His late Majesty, King George VI, is copied from a photograph 
taken by Messrs. Bertram Park.

Iffe waa

Freetown is the Capital of Sierra Leone and is surrounded by high hills on its land side, as 
may be seen from this view taken from the Harboiu:. The border design consists of palm leaves, 
pineapples, bananas and other local tropical fruits.

Rice harvesting. A typical local scene in which men are seen cutting rice while in the fore­
ground a woman is carrying sheaves on her head. On the right are kernel-bearing palm trees 
and on the left stumps of felled palms show that the field is being extended.

Note.—This issue is due to be replaced shortly by a new set of pictorial stamps, in the same 
13 denominations, with inset portraits of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.

Somaliland Protectorate
THIS British Protectorate is situated between 8° and 12° N. latitude and between 42° 45' and 
49° E. longitude. It is bounded on the north by the Gulf of Aden, on the east and south-east 
by Somalia (Italian Somaliland), on the south and south-west by Ethiopia, and on the north­
west by Ethiopia and Djibouti (French Somaliland).

The Protectorate has an area of some 68,000 square miles (over twice that of the whole of 
Ireland), and a population estimated at about 640,000. Largely nomadic the people are nearly 
all Somahs and Mohammedan.

The unit of currency, which was formerly the Indian rupee, was changed on the 2nd April, 
1951, to the East African shilling (too cents), at par with sterling.

The Posts and Telegraphs Department’s headquarters and the General Post Office are at 
Hargeisa, and there are seven other post offices at Berbera, Burao, Borama, Erigavo, Las Anod, 
Sheik and Zeila. There are also two postal agencies.

The first stamps used in the Protectorate were the then (1903) current stamps of India over­
printed “British Somaliland” (to distinguish it from the other Somalilands). Stamps proper 
to the territory followed in 1904. The current issue comprises ii denominations engraved and 
recess printed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. Ltd., as follows:—
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DENOMINATION COLOURS SUBJECT DATE OF ISSUE

Grey
Orange
Green
Red
Brown
Blue
Sepia and carmine 
Light blue 
Sepia and violet 
Sepia and green 
Sepia and mauve

Camel and Gurgi 
Askari
Camel and Gurgi 
Camel and Gurgi 
Askari 
Rock pigeon 
Martial eagle 
Black-headed sheep 
Rock pigeon 
Martial eagle 
Taleh Fort

5 cents 
10 cents 
15 cents 
20 cents 
30 cents 
35 cents 
50 cents

I5-9-53
I5-9-53
I5-9-53
I5-9-53
I5-9-53
I5-9-53
I5-9-53
I5-9-53
I5-9-53
I5-9-53
15-9-53

i/-
2/-

5/-
10/-

The medallion portrait of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, incorporated in these designs 
is copied from a photograph taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.
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5, 15 and 20 cents. Camel and Gurgi. The Somali is a nomad who does not take kindly to 
towns and houses, but the beehive shaped hut {aqal ot gurgi) which he affects is eminently suited 
for nomadic life. It consists of a number of semi-circular wooden struts which he covers with 
mats made of grass and bark fibre, and can be easily and quickly dismantled for transport by 
camel as shown on these stamps.

10 and 30 cents. Askari. This design depicts a member of the Somaliland Scouts; a military 
body used primarily for internal security purposes. Naturally good marksmen, and recruited
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individually for their knowledge of the districts in which they will have to work, the value of 
this force is quite disproportionate to its small size.

35 cents and 2 shillings. Rock pigeon (Columba livid). Possibly the most common of all local 
birds, the rock pigeon is at home in every part of the Protectorate. It is recognized as the 
undoubted origin of all the innumerable breeds of domestic pigeons.

50 cents and 5 shillings. Martial eagle {Spizaetus bellicosus). So named because of its proud 
and fierce demeanour this is one of the largest and most striking of the many species of birds 
inhabiting the territory.

I shilling. Blackheaded sheep. Remarkable for its colouration and its very fat tail the Berbera 
sheep, as it is also called, has a thin coat and produces no wool. Its skin is, however, one of the 
world’s most valuable sheepskins and is used for making gloves of the finest quality. Its milk, 
butter {ghee) and meat are important items in the local diet, and large numbers are exported 
on the hoof to provide mutton throughout the Red Sea area.

10 shillings. Taleh Port was the headquarters of Mohamed Bin Abdullah Hassan (“The Mad 
Mullah”) who ravaged Somaliland from 1901 to 1921. Situated in the south-eastern corner of 
the Protectorate this formidable stone fort was the largest of the many he caused to be con­
structed as raiding bases. Although it was bombed and subsequently blown up by military 
engineers in 1921, its ruins still proclaim the genius of its builder. It was declared a National 
Monument in 1947.

Swaziland
THE Protectorate known as Swaziland is one of the three 
territories administered under the control of the High Com­
missioner for Basutoland, the Bechuanaland Protectorate and 
Swaziland. It is bordered on the north, west and south by the 
Transvaal Province of the Union of South Africa and on the east 
by Portuguese East Africa (Mozambique) and that part of Natal 
Province which is named Anatongaland (or Tongaland). In other 
words, it is located at the eastern side of southern Africa betw'een 
latitudes 25° 45' and 27° 15' S., and between longitudes 30° 46' 
and 32° 14' E.

The area of Swaziland is 6,704-6 square miles (about as large 
as Yorkshire and Westmorland together) and its population is 
estimated at about 215,000, of whom some 3,200 are Europeans.

The currency in circulation consists of the notes and coins of the Union of South Africa, the 
unit being the pound, at par with silver.

There are eight post offices, situated at Bremersdorp, Enlembe, Goedgegun, Hlatikulu, 
Mankiana, Mbabane (G.P.O.), Pigg’s Peak and Stegi, and 19 postal agencies at smaller centres.

The first stamps proper to the Protectorate were some values of the then current issue of the 
South African Republic overprinted “Swaziland”. They were placed on sale locally on the i8th 
October, 1889, and continued to be used until the 7th November, 1895. Since 1933 the Protec­
torate has had its own definitive stamps of which the current range comprises ii denominations, 
engraved and recess printed by Messrs. De La Rue & Co. Ltd., as follows;—
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DENOMINATION COLOURS SUBJECT DATE OF ISSUE

id. Green 
Carmine 
Light blue 
Brown 
Ultramarine 
Orange 
Bright purple 
Olive
Bright violet
Grey
Sepia

King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI 
King George VI

1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38
1.4.38

id.
lid.
2d.
3d.
4d.
6d.
I/-

2/6d.
5/-

loj-
The vignette portrait of His late Majesty, King George VI, is copied from a photograph taken 

by Messrs. Bertram Park.
The lattice work at the top of the design represent the strips of hide commonly 

called “riempies”. Native shields are shown at either side of the portrait, while the figures of 
value are inscribed on a skin, stretched out to dry on two uprights, which is shaped like a map 
of the Territory.

The landscape below the vignette features the local peaks, known as Sheba’s Breasts, which 
are mentioned in the late Rider Haggard’s well-known work ''‘King Solomon’s Mines”. Two 
native huts of the famiUar “beehive” type may also be seen in the foreground below the words 
“postage” and “revenue”.

an
TANGANYIKA is a territory under United Kingdom trusteeship. It is part of the one-time 
German East Africa and lies between 30° and 40° E. longitude and 1° and 12° S. latitude. It 
is bounded on the north by the Uganda Protectorate and Lake Victoria, on the north-east by 
Kenya Colony, on the east by the Indian Ocean, on the south by Mozambique, on the south­
west by Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia, and on the west by Lake Tanganyika and Ruanda- 
Urindi. It includes a number of islands lying off the coast, the only one of importance being 
Mafia which was transferred by Zanzibar in 1922.

The total area of Tanganyika is 362,688 square miles (which is nearly as great as that of South 
Australia), of which the great lakes account for 19,982. At the end of June, 1953, the non- 
African population numbered roughly 104,300, comprising 20,300 Europeans and 84,000 
others, mainly Indians. The African population was estimated to be roughly 7,965,000.

The standard coin of the territory is the East African shilling (100 cents) at par with sterling.
At the end of 1954 there were 91 post offices and 70 postal agencies in Tanganyika, as well 

as four travelhng post offices which transact business at all small stations on the main railway 
routes.

The first stamps to be specially designed for use in Tanganyika (as distinct from German East 
Africa) were the “Giraffe” key types of 1922. Since 1933 Tanganyika has shared with Kenya 
and Uganda, in a joint postal administration whose current stamps are described under the 
heading of Kenya.
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a
THE Kingdom of Tonga is an independent State enjoying the protection of the United 
Kingdom. Known as the Tongan, or “Friendly” Islands, it comprises three main groups 
running roughly north and south. They lie in the South Pacific Ocean between i8° and 22° S. 
latitude and between 173° and 176° W. longitude. The northern group is called Vava’u, the 
centre group is Ha’apai, and the Southern is Tongatapu.

The total area is some 269 square miles (equal roughly to Anglesey), with a population 
estimated at the end of 1953 to be 52,577, of whom 51,402 were Tongans.

Tonga has its own currency note issue, based on Australian currency, i.e. sterling= 
£1 5s. od. Tongan. United Kingdom and Australian coins are legal tender and New Zealand 
and Fiji coinage is accepted at face value.

The General Post Office is at Nuku’alofa (Tongatapu), and there are branch offices at Neiafu 
(Vava’u), Pangai (Ha’apai) and Niuatorputapu.

Tonga issued its first stamps in 1886. The current series consists of 14 denominations 
engraved and printed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. Ltd., from designs by Mr. J. 
Berry of Wellington, New Zealand, as follows:—

DATE OF ISSUEDENOMINATION COLOURS SUBJECT

id. Black and brown 
Blue and green 
Blue-green and black 
Blue and dark green 
Yellow and red 
Yellow and plum 
Blue and brown 
Black and blue 
Green and purple 
Light blue and black 
Sea-green and brown 
Orange and deep purple

Royal Palace, Nuku’alofa 
Throw-net fishing 
A.V. Aoniu and D.V. Hifofua 
Swallows’ Cave, Vava’u 
Map of Tongatapu 
Vava’u Harbour 
Post Office, Nuku’alofa 
The Aerodrome, Fua’amotu 
Wharf at Nuku’alofa 
Map of Tonga Islands 
Beach scene, Lifuka 
Mutiny on the “Bounty” at 

Tofua
H.M. Queen Salote Tupou 
Arms of Tonga

t-7-53
I-7-53
I-7-53
I-7-53
I-7-53
t-7-53
1-7-53
t-7-53
t-7-53
t-7-53
t-7-53
t-7-53

t|d.
2d.
3d.
3id.
4d.
5d.
6d.
8d.
t/-
2/-
5/-

10/- Yellow and black 
Red, yellow and blue 

with blue border

t-7-53
t-7-53£i

All the above stamps are printed on white paper having the customary “Turtles” watermark.

In the case of the £i stamp the background is printed by the recess process and the Arms by 
lithography for better registration of the colours.

id. Royal Palace, Nuku’alofa. This is the residence of Her Majesty, Queen Salote Tupou,
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G.C.V.O., G.B.E., whose portrait appears in the oval with the six-pointed star of Tonga in the 
background. In the upper left-hand corner is the symbohc Royal Crown of Tonga.

i\d. Throw-net fishing is a widespread practice in tropical and semi-tropical lands which 
yields good catches if expertly handled, and in Tonga there is no lack of skilled fishermen.

2d. A.V. Aoniu and D.V. Hifofua. The “Aontu” was constructed for the Tonga Copra Board 
in 1950 by a firm of shipbuilders in Suva, Fiji, and is used primarily for the transport of copra 
within the Tonga group of islands. The “Hifofua” is an auxiliary ketch maintained by Govern­
ment for local communication purposes. In the foreground of the scene is an outrigger canoe.

3d. Swallows’ Cave, Vava’u. A scene in the interior of the cave which derives its name from 
the large number of swallows nesting in the roof. In calm weather steamer passengers can visit 
the cave by launch and swim in the crystal-clear water. Through the entrance a plane can be 
seen passing, emphasizing the advance in communications.

3|d. Map of Tongatapu. This is the main island of the group. It is some 18 J nules wide and 
9 miles deep. Nuku’alofa, the seat of Government and chief port, is shown on the north coast.

4d. Vava’u Harbour. About 170 miles north of Nuku’alofa this is the only other harbour for 
steamers in the group. It is one of the most picturesque harbours in the Pacific.

yd. Post Office, Nuku’alofa. This fine building is opposite the entrance to the wharf and, 
therefore, well placed for the handling of mails. It also houses the Treasury and Customs. A 
mail and passenger plane, of New Zealand National Airways, is shown overhead. The Flag of 
Tonga (red, with first quarter white and containing a red cross) can be seen flying above the 
main entrance.

6d. The Aerodrome, Fua’amotu. This is near the southern coast of Tongatapu, about 13 rmles 
south of Nuku’alofa. On the runway is a New Zealand National Airways plane. To the left is a 
fine example of a native bure, previously used as a refreshment room. By the entrance is a young 
banana palm and in the foreground an aerial signpost.

8d. Wharf at Nuku’alofa with the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand’s vessel 
“Matua” alongside. The wharf extends to the edge of the coral reef which is almost uncovered 
at low tide. The channel beyond has deep water at all tides. The “Matua” was replaced on the 
2nd December, 1951, by the “Tofua” which calls every month.

I /-. Map of Tonga Islands showing the precise location of the three main groups. Nomuka, 
in the centre group, has a fresh water pond which enabled Abel Tasman, James Cook and 
William Bligh to replenish supplies during their Pacific voyages.

2/- Beach scene, Lifuka. This is the main island of the Ha’apai or central group where Captain 
Cook anchored on the 17th May, 1777, during his third Pacific voyage. He received so warm a 
welcome from the Tongan inhabitants that he named it “Friendly Island”, a title subsequently 
applied to the whole group. Cook visited ’Eua, Tongatapu and Nomuka during his first voyage 
in 1773-4 and had also passed between the islands of Tofua and Kau. In the foregroimd a 
typical native canoe is shown on the coral shore, with coconut palms and other tropical vegeta­
tion along the shore fine.
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5/-. Mutiny in the “Bounty” at Tofua. Situated north-west of Nomuka is the active volcanic 
island of Tofua with its crater lake, and nearby is the volcanic cone of Kao. It was in this vicinity 
that Lieutenant Wilham Bhgh, R.N., and his party were cast adrift in an open boat from 
H.M.A.V. “Bounty”.

lo/-. H.M. Queen Salote. A portrait of the reigning Sovereign, Queen Salote (Charlotte) 
Tupou, G.C.V.O., G.B.E., who succeeded to the Throne of Tonga in 1918 on the demise of 
her father. King George II.

£i. Arms of Tonga. The three stars and swords symbohze the permanent union, after long 
years of strife, of the three groups of islands under one flag. The dove stands for the internal 
peace which resulted from political unification and the introduction of Christianity. The Crown 
surrounded by “ifi” leaves denotes the dedication of the Sovereign to the service and welfare 
of the Tongan People. It is Tongan usage for “ifi” leaves to be worn round the neck as a mark 
of self-submission or self-dedication.

Trinidad and Tobago
THE Colony of Trinidad and Tobago consists of the two islands of those names. They are the 
most southerly of the chain known as the West Indies.

Trinidad itself hes between 10° 2' and 10° 50' N. latitude and between 60° 55' and 61 ° 56' W. 
longitude. Its aboriginal name is “lere” or “Land of the Humming Birds”, but when Columbus 
discovered it in 1498 he named it “La Trinidad” or “The Trinity”. At the same time he dis­
covered Tobago, some 26 miles to the north-east lying 11° 8' and 11° 21' N. latitude, and 60° 30' 
and 60° 50' W. longitude. This island is often credited with being the setting of Daniel Defoe’s 
“Robinson Crusoe”.

The area of Trinidad is 1,863 square miles (comparable to Lancashire) and its population was 
estimated to be 678,300 at the end of 1953. Tobago has 116 square miles (equal to the County of 
London) and a population of about 32,600.

The currency of the Colony consists of British Caribbean notes and United Kingdom and 
British Caribbean coins. The money of account is the British West Indian dollar (4s. 2d., or 
£i=$4-8o).

The General Post Ofiice is at Port of Spain and there are head post offices at San Fernando 
and Scarborough (Tobago). In addition there are no less than 163 post offices and postal agencies 
in the Colony.

Trinidad issued its own first (Britannia type) stamp on the nth April, 1851, and Tobago 
had its own (typographed Queen’s head) stamps from the ist August, 1879, until the ist January, 
1899, when it was joined with Trinidad as a single colony and used Trinidad stamps. In 1913 
there was a new issue inscribed “Trinidad & Tobago”, which title continues to be used 
except on the postage due labels (which, incidentally, bear the words “Surcharge Postage”—a 
distinction shared only with the Colony of Grenada).

The current series of stamps consists of 12 denominations, engraved and recess printed by 
Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. Ltd., as follows:—
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DATE OF ISSUEDENOMINATION COLOURS SUBJECT

Blue and green 
Blue and yellow-brown

First Boca
Imperial College of Tropical 

Agriculture 
Mt. Irvine Bay 
Memorial Park 
G.P.O. and Treasury 
Discovery of Lake Asphalt 
Queen’s Park, Savannah

1 cent
2 cents

20.4.53
20.4.53

Green and purple-brown 
Scarlet 
Magenta 
Sepia and blue 
Sage-green and red- 

orange
Black and purple 
Black and olive 
Myrtle-green and carmine 
Blue-green 
Rose-carmine

3 cents
4 cents
5 cents
6 cents 
8 cents

20.4.53
20.4.53
20.4.53
20.4.53
20.4.53

Town HaU, San Fernando 
Government House 
Blue Basin 
Queen Ehzabeth II 
Queen Elizabeth II

12 cents 
24 cents 
60 cents 
$1-20 
$4-80

20.4.53
20.4.53
20.4.53
20.4.53
20.4.53

1 cent. The First Boca or “Boca de Monos” is the channel separating the Colony from 
Monos, the first of three islands between Trinidad and Venezuela. Collectively the four 
channels are known as “The Dragon’s Mouth”, they connect the North Atlantic with the Gulf 
of Paria.

2 cents. The Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture was founded in 1921 as the West Indian 
Agricultural College. It received its present name in 1924 and was granted a Royal Charter in 
1926. Situated at St. Augustine, about 7 miles east of Port of Spain, the college is world- 
renowned for its important research work. It has 85 acres of ground which were presented to it 
by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago.

3 cents. Mount Irvine Bay, Tobago, also known as Little Courland Bay, is on the south-west 
coast of the island a few miles south of Plymouth. Fringed with palm trees, its dehghtful 
bathing beach is typical of West Indian shores.

4 cents. Memorial Park, at the north end of Frederick Street, Port of Spain, was known as 
the “Little Savannah” until 1924, when the Memorial was erected which commemorates those 
from the Colony who gave their lives in the war of 1914-1918. The winged figure of Victory, 
cast in bronze, stands on a 42 feet high base of Portland stone. In 1919 the balance of money 
then in the “War Stamps Tax Fund” was voted towards the cost of the Memorial.

5 cents. General Post Office and Treasury. Opened in October, 1938, this building, at Port of 
Spain, houses the General Post Office, on the ground floor, and the Treasury and some other 
Government offices above.

6 cents. The Discovery of Lake Asphalt by Sir Walter Raleigh, in 1595, was an event of first 
importance. The “Pitch Lake” near La Brea, some 10 miles south-west of San Fernando, is 
roughly circular and has an area of 109 acres. It is generally accepted that it originated in seep- 
ings of heavy asphaltic oil from sands of tertiary age lying at some depth below the lake, the 
lighter constituents of the oil having been lost by exposure to the elements. The output of 
natural asphalt from the lake in 1952 was over 170,000 tons.

8 cents. The Queerls Park, Savannah is an open space of 199 acres to the north of Port of
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Spain where cricket, football and other games are played, and where race meetings are held 
twice a year.

12 cents. The Town Hall, San Fernando, is situated in the Harris Promenade and was built in 
1931. San Fernando is the second town of importance in the Colony with a population of 33,653 
at the end of 1951.

24 cents. Government House is the official residence of the Officer Administering the Govern­
ment of the Colony. Designed on the Indian model it is situated immediately north of the 
Savannah. It was first opened in 1867 but the interior was completely re-modelled in 1938.

60 cents. Blue Basin is the appropriate name given to a picturesque pool, with waterfall, in 
the Diego Martin river. The pool is surrounded by luxuriant tropical vegetation and is a 
popular inland bathing resort.
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$1-20 and $4'8o. A framed portrait of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, engraved from a 
photograph taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd., as are the medallion portraits 
incorporated in the frameworks of the other denominations.

Tristan da Cunha
TRISTAN DA CUNHA is the principal of a group of islands in the South Atlantic Ocean 
which were discovered by the Portuguese Admiral Tristao da Cunha in March, 1506. Its 
precise location is latitude 30° 6' S. and longitude 12° 2' W. about midway between South 
Africa and South America. The group includes Nightingale, Inaccessible and Gough Islands, 
which are not permanently inhabited, and is a dependency of St. Helena.

Tristan da Cunha itself is an extinct volcano rising to a height of 6,760 feet from the sea. It 
is about 24 miles in circumference and its population numbered 292 at the end of 1953. There 
were then 251 islanders and 40 non-islanders.

The currency of the island is British sterling.
Stamps are obtainable locally only at the post office in the Settlement of Edinburgh; but 

they are also stocked at the St. Helena post office for the convenience of travellers and purchasers 
by post as communication with Tristan da Cunha is neither frequent nor regular.

The island placed its first postage and revenue stamps on sale on the ist January, 1952. That 
was a provisional issue consisting of the then current stamps of St. Helena, overprinted “Tristan 
Da Cunha”. They were replaced by the current piaorial set of 14 values, engraved and recess 
printed by Messrs. De La Rue & Co. Ltd., as follows:—

DATE OF ISSUEDENOMINATION SUBJECTCOLOURS

id. Tristan crawfish 
Carting flax for thatching 
Rockhopper penguin 
Big Beach factory 
Mollymauk 
Island boat
Tristan, from the south-west 
The potato patches 
Inaccessible Island 
Nightingale Island 
St. Mary’s Church 
Elephant Seal 
Flightless Rail 
Island spinning wheel

Vermilion and brown 
Red-brown and green 
Black and magenta 
Grey and orange 
Black and red 
Pale blue and olive-green 
Turquoise and blue 
Green and grey 
Olive-green and violet 
Lilac and light red 
Green and brown 
Brown and turquoise 
Black and orange-red 
Orange and purple

2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54
2.1.54

id.
lid.
2d.
2id.
3d.
4d.
5d.
6d.
9d.
i/-

2/6d.
5/-

10/-

AU the above designs are based upon drawings and photographs supplied by the then 
Administrator, Mr. H. F. I. Elliott. The portrait of Her Majesty, Queen Efizabeth II, incorpor­
ated in the framework is copied from a photograph taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) 
Ltd.

\d. Tristan crawfish (Palinurus) are distinguishable from all others by the three “horns”
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between the eyes (the normal number being two), and by the less tapering body. It is on the 
successful development of the crawfishing industry that the main hope for the island’s economic 
future rests.

id. Carting flax for thatching. Locally constructed bullock carts, such as we see here.
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constitute the main form of transport on the island; while thatching is obviously the best 
method of roofing for a community dependent otherwise upon imported, and expensive, materials.

i\d. Rockhopper penguin. Commonly regarded as Tristan’s “emblem” this bird is charac­
terized by its “tossels”—bunches of long, bright yellow feathers over each eye—being con­
tinued down to the bottom of the dark part of the neck.

2d. Big Beach factory. This building was erected, with the help of local labour, by the Tristan 
da Cunha Development Company for use as a canning factory for locally caught crawfish. It 
also houses a refrigerating plant. The crawfish are very popular in the American market.

2|d. Mollymauk is the name given locally to the yellow-nosed albatross {Diomedia melanophrys) 
which is common on all islands in the Tristan da Cunha group, especially on Nightingale. The 
eggs and young birds form a considerable source of protein food for the islanders. The nests, 
in pedestal form, are of mud and grass nearly one foot in height and diameter.

3d. Island boat. These are open double ended sea-going craft for pulling or sailing, pecuharly 
suitable for launching and landing through the surf on an open and unprotected beach. Though 
essentially steady, they have fine fines, and being fight—their outer cover consist only of one 
thickness of canvas over a wooden framework—have a habit of leaping almost clear of the sea. 
They are invariably 26 feet long and can carry up to 20 people or 3 tons of goods.

4d. Tristan, from the south-west. A representation of the island when viewed from its neigh­
bour, Nightingale, which shows clearly that it is but a volcanic cone. There is, actually, a crater 
lake at the summit but the island’s abundant supply of fresh water is obtained from permanent 
springs.

yd. The potato patches. Potatoes have long been the staple crop of the islanders. The com­
paratively level north-west shoulder of the island where the “patches” are situated is almost the 
only cultivatable land there is. Individual patches are separated from each other by walls of 
loose stones.

6d. Inaccessible Island measures 3 by i J miles and is situated about 20 miles west-south-west 
of Tristan. It is not permanently inhabited though frequently visited. This view affords a fair 
impression of the island as seen from Tristan da Cunha.

9d. Nightingale Island measures but i rmle by | of a mile and is a preserve for birds whose 
eggs and young are collected at regular intervals. Also about 20 miles distant from Tristan, but 
in a south-south-westerly direction, it is covered with dense tussock grass and a little woodland 
round its two peaks, the taller of which rises to 1,200 feet. The island was named after a British 
sea-captain.

i/-. St. Mary’s Church was built by the islanders themselves, in 1922-23, under the super­
vision of the missionary from the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel who was then 
resident on the island. In 1952 the south aisle was added to accommodate a gift of pews from 
one of the bombed City Churches, donated by the London Diocesan Fund.

2j6d. Elephant Seal (Mirounga leonina). This is an excellent view of Snug Harbour, Gough 
Island, which lies 230 miles south-south-west of Tristan. The island is weU wooded and 
watered and has an area of about 35 square miles, but is too isolated for permanent habitation. 
It forms a preserve for sea birds and the sea elephants, of exceptional size, which are always to 
be found there in considerable numbers. They are kept absolutely protected.

5/-. The Flightless Rail {Atlantisia rogersi) is an interesting and attractive little bird which 
has never been found elsewhere in the world than on Inaccessible Island. Even there it was
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unknown until 1923 when the missionary stationed at Tristan da Cunha, Mr. Rogers, sent the 
first recorded specimen home to the British Museum. The adult bird is about the size of a 
week-old barnyard chicken, with fluffy black feathers, fiery red eyes and quite disproportionately 
large feet. It is wingless, but runs at great speed; it lives in a burrow and is bought to be a 
distant relative of the New Zealand Kiwi {apteryx).

10/-. Island spinning wheel. As can be seen, these locally made spinning wheels are of very 
primitive design, but it is a type that was well known in Europe in the i6th and 17th centuries 
and quite efficient in practised hands. The spun yarn is used for knitting the white woollen 
stockings which are standard wear for both sexes on all occasions, and the guernsies (locally 
called “gansies”) which are essential for most of the year.

Turks and Caicos Islands
THE Turks and Caicos Islands are a Dependency of Jamaica from which they are distant about 
450 miles to the north-east. Their precise location is between latitudes 20° and 22° N. and 
longitudes 71° and 72° 50' W. They He respectively east and west of the 22 miles wide Turks 
Island Passage.

The total land area of the Dependency is about 166 square miles (equivalent to Rutlandshire), 
and its population at the end of 1952 was 6,148 of whom only 80 were of European descent.

The islands were discovered by Juan Ponce de Leon in 1512. The name “Turks Islands” 
derives from a local species of cactus {Echinocactus Myriostygma) whose scarlet flower resembles 
a Turkish fez. The origin of the name “Caicos” is not known.

The currency in use consists of Jamaica Government notes and United Kingdom coins.
The first stamps proper to the Turks Islands were issued on the 4th April, 1867, but from 

1900 onwards both groups have used stamps inscribed “Turks and Caicos Islands”. The current 
series consists of 15 denominations, engraved and recess printed by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons 
Ltd., as follows:—

DENOMINATION COLOURS DATE OF ISSUESUBJECT

id. Green
Reddish-brown 
Scarlet 
Orange 
Dark olive 
Blue
Black and lake 
Black and green 
Black and blue 
Black and brown 
Black and blue-green 
Black and red 
Light green and blue 
Blue and black 
Black and purple

Bulk salt loading
Salt Cay
Caicos mail
Grand Turk
Sponge diving
South Creek
Map of the Dependency
M.V. “Kirksons’^
Grand Turk Light 
Flamingoes on North Caicos 
Government House 
Cockburn Harbour 
Government Offices 
Salt loading
The Dependency’s Badge

2.8.50
2.8.50
2.8.50
2.8.50
2.8.50
2.8.50
2.8.50
1-2.55
2.8.50
1.2.55
2.8.50
2.8.50
2.8.50
2.8.50
2.8.50

id.
lid.
2d.
2id.
3d.
4d.
5d.
6d.
8d.
I/-
i/6d.
2/-

5/-
10/-
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The medallion portraits on these stamps are copied from photographs of Their Majesties, 
King George VI and Queen Ehzabeth II, taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.
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^d. Bulk salt loading. The wharf shown on this stamp was built during the winter of 1947, 
entirely from materials gathered on Grand Turk and wholly by local labour, so that ships might 
come alongside for loading instead of having the salt ferried out to them.

id. Salt Cay. With a population of only some 400 souls this is still the second largest of the 
Turks Islands and an important producer of the salt which constitutes the Dependency’s main 
export.

i\d. Caicos mail. This is the sloop “Kathleen” which used to carry the inter-island mails 
until she was destroyed in the 1945 hurricane. She has since been replaced by a sister ship. So 
dilEcult is the cross-channel passage from Cockburn Harbour to Grand Turk that it frequently 
takes 20 hours to make this 20 miles run against the trade winds.

2d. Grand Turk is the chief of the Turks Islands; the seat of Government, the residence of 
the Commissioner, and the centre from which the monthly surface mail, passenger and freight 
services with Jamaica are maintained by the M.V. “Kirksons”. It is also an important cable 
junction between Jamaica, Barbados and the Bermudas.

2jd. Sponge diving was formerly an important local industry but had to be neglected during 
the war of 1939-1945. The condition of the banks is, however, now fully restored and the 
industry is expected to develop again rapidly.

3d. South Creek. This view of South Creek is typical of the lovely scenery that abounds 
throughout this group of islands.

4d. Map of the Dependency. This is intended to show the precise location of all the chief islands 
in relation to each other. The general position of the Dependency relative to the outside world 
is about 90 miles north of the Dominican Repubhc; 720 miles south-west of the Bermudas, and 
some 450 miles north-east of Jamaica.

yd. The M.V. “Kirksons”. This most useful motor vessel, of 209 tons net, is of Cayman 
Islands registry. It plies, under contract to the Turks Islands Government, at rather less than 
monthly intervals, between Kingston (Jamaica) and Grand Turk bringing in the surface mails 
and the bulk of the Dependency’s supphes. It takes back salt and the surface mails for aU 
destinations outside of the Turks and Caicos Islands themselves. Air mails to all external 
destinations go via Nassau, Bahamas (weekly), or monthly by way of Kingston, Jamaica. 
Designed from a photograph taken by Mr. L. W. Bealer, Grand Turk.

6d. Grand Turk Light. On the first point of land seen by steamers coming from Britain by 
way of the Windward Passage, this tower is nearly 100 years old. But the Ught itself is a new and 
powerful one installed as recently as 1948.

8d. Flamingoes. “Phoenicopterus ruber” is a native of the Bahama chain of islands, to which 
the Turks and Caicos Islands belong geographically (they were separated from the Bahamas 
politically in 1848). A long-legged wading bird it feeds on small aquatic plants growing in the 
shallows of the seashore, in which it is aided by its long neck and a beak which bends over 
sharply about half-way along so that it can act as a sort of shovel and sieve. It flies strongly and 
for long distances, looking in the air, rather like a stork or large heron; but unlike those birds it 
is also a good swimmer.

I /-. Government House is known locally as “Waterloo” because it is beheved to have been 
built in 1815. The wings were added in 1886. Tradition has it that the building was taken over
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by Government in satisfaction of a bad debt, and that the Commissioner—then called tb 
“President of the Council”—was required to Hve in it on account of his popularity localh 
Be that as it may, the Commissioner does live there, in sohtary state, although it is three mile 
away from the town.

I j6d. Cockburn Harbour, also known as East Harbour, is in South Caicos at the south-easter: 
extremity of the Caicos group of islands. This is the only island in that group producing sail 
its reservoirs cover some 400 acres out of a total land area of 8 square miles. The population i 
rather more than 800.

2/-. Government Offices. Once the headquarters of the garrison which was withdrawn, in 1858 
from Grand Turk to Nassau in the Bahamas. They left behind their cannon, some of whicl 
can be seen in this view. Tradition says that many years later the War Office gave instruction 
for the guns to be sent to Nassau “by rail”. A glance at the qd. stamp explains the relish witl 
which this story is retailed locally, even though it may be apochryphal.

5/-. Salt loading. The centres of the salt industry are Grand Turk, Salt Cay and Cockburr 
Harbour, and its markets lie as far afield as North America, where it is used for fish curing anc 
meat-packing, and Japan, where it is used for human consumption and industrial purposes.

10/-. The Dependency’s Badge is copied from the Public Seal, a common practice for places 
having no Grant of Arms. In the foreground are salt heaps indicative of the chief industry, 
which the original artist must have mistaken for igloos as he drew them with attractive little 
doorways for entering. Anyone with experience of the sweltering heat on the water-front when 
a ship is loading salt cannot fail to be amused at this error. The badge on the Commissioner’s 
flag shows the “doors” to this day, although the mistake has been rectified on the more recent 
Seals and, of course, on the stamps.

N.B.—As and when further supplies of the old stamps are requisitioned they will be furnished 
with a portrait of Queen Elizabeth II in the medaUion.

Uganda
THE Uganda Protectorate consists of the Eastern, Western and Northern Provinces, and 
Buganda. Situated on the Equator between latitudes 1° 45' S. and 4° 05' N. and longitudes 
29° 3' and 30° E., the territory is bounded on the north by the Sudan, on the east by Kenya 
Colony, on the south-east by Lake Victoria, on the south by Tanganyika and Ruanda-Urundi, 
and on the west by the Belgian Congo.

The total area of the Protectorate is 93,981 square miles (nearly twice that of England) of 
which 13,689 (sUghtly more than the whole of Holland) are water. The population at the time 
of the 1948 census was 4,958,520, but is estimated to have risen to about 5,357,000 by the end 
of 1953: the number of Europeans included in this figure is roughly 7,000 and Asians numbered 
some 50,000.

At the end of 1954 there were 91 post offices in Uganda, 35 new ones having been opened and 
3 old ones closed since September, 1949.

The first Uganda stamps—the so-called “missionaries”—issued on the 20th March, 1895, 
were typewritten locally by the Reverend E. Millar, and similar stamps either typed or print^ 
continued to be used until 1898 when the first proper stamps were introduced. Since 1903 
Uganda has used the same stamps as Kenya (q.v.).
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The Virgin Islands
THE Presidency of the Leeward Islands Colony known as the Virgin Islands is part of an 
archipelago at the eastern end of the Greater Antilles, not far from Puerto Rico. The British 
group (sometimes called “Saint Ursula’s Archipelago”) lies to the north-east of the group 
which the United States of America bought from Denmark in 1917.

The Presidency consists of the islands named Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Anegada and Jost Van 
Dykes, together with 32 other islands and islets (only 7 of which are inhabited) and numerous 
rocks and reefs. The chief island, Tortola, is located at 18° 27' N. latitude and 64° 39' W. 
longitude.

The area of the group is 67 square miles (which is roughly that of Jersey and Guernsey 
combined) and its population was estimated at about 7,450 in December, 1953.

British West Indian notes and United Kingdom coins are legal tender throughout the 
Leeward Islands Colony, the money of account being the British West Indian dollar (£1= 14-80 
or |i=4s. 2d.). In practice, however. United States currency circulates freely in the (British) 
Virgin Islands where it determines all values and prices. It is expected that towards the end of 
1955 United Kingdom coins will be replaced by local subsidiary (decimal) coinage.

There are three post offices on Tortola: Road Town (G.P.O.), East End, and West End, and 
one each on Anegada and Virgin Gorda, but it is only at Road Town that stocks of stamps are 
always on hand.

The first stamps proper to the (British) Virgin Islands were placed on sale in 1866. The 
current series consists of 12 denominations, engraved and recess printed by Messrs. De La Rue 
& Co. Ltd., as follows:—

DENOMINATION COLOURS DATE OF ISSUESUBJECT

Black
Green
Black and brown 
Red

Sombrero Lighthouse
Map of Jost van Dykes Island
Sheep industry
Map of Anegada
Cattle industry
Map of Virgin Gorda Island
Map of Tortola
Badge of the Presidency
Dead Man’s Chest
Sir Francis Drake Channel
Road Town
Map of the Presidency

1 cent
2 cents
3 cents
4 cents
5 cents 
8 cents

12 cents 
24 cents 
60 cents 
$1-20 
$240 
$4-80

15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52
15.4.52

Purple and black
Blue
Violet
Brown
Green and blue 
Black and blue 
Green and brown 
Blue and carmine

The medallion portrait of His Majesty, King George VI, appearing on these stamps is copied 
from a photograph taken by Messrs. Dorothy Wilding (Portraits) Ltd.

I cent. Sombrero Lighthouse. Although Sombrero itself is but a tiny rock some 50 miles east 
of the Virgin Islands proper, the lighthouse it carries is one of the most important in Central 
America. The name of the island is derived from its shape which, from some distance, resembles 
the “sombrero” hats worn by South American cow-boys. The light is supported by a conical
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iron framework 156 feet high and is on the south-eastern side of the island in latitude 18° 36' N., 
longitude 63 ° 28' W.

2 cents, jfost van Dykes, with a population of some 400 souls, is a mountainous little island to 
the west of Tortola. Named after its Dutch discoverer it was the birth-place of Dr. John Lettsom 
the founder of the Medical Society of London, of whom it was written:—

“I, John Lettsom, Blisters, bleeds and sweats ’em;
If after that they please to die I John Lettsom.”

;
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3 cents. Sheep industry. Although on a lesser scale than cattle, the raising of sheep is a thriving 
industry. As may be seen from this stamp the sheep are of the Persian type, black to the shoulders 
and white on the rest of the body with tails at least three times as fat as on Enghsh sheep.

4 cents. Anegada, i.e. the “inundated” island, is the most northerly of the Lesser Antilles. Its 
area is but 13 square miles and its population about 400. In spite of its name its climate is no 
wetter than that of any other of the Leeward Islands. It is sometimes credited with being the 
well-known Treasure Island’’’ of R. L. Stevenson.

5 cents. Cattle industry. Stock raising is the chief industry of the British Virgin Islands, over 
1,000 head of cattle, such as are seen on this stamp, being exported annually to St. Thomas. 
A cross of three-quarters Red Poll with a local breed, they are large and heavy animals with 
glossy coats of deep brown colour, no horns, and a straight back.

8 cents. Virgin Gorda lies north-east of Tortola and has a population of some 450. It is moun­
tainous, and it is said that from the top of Gorda Peak (1,370 feet) one can see all the other 
Virgin Islands.

12 cents. Tortola, whose Spanish name means “Turtle Dove”, is about 10 miles long and 
31 miles across. It is hilly and rugged. Mount Sage rising as high as 1,780 feet above sea level. 
Its population numbers roughly 700.

24 cents. Badge of the Presidency. When Christopher Columbus discovered the Virgin Islands, 
in 1493, he named them in honour of Saint Ursula and her 11,000 virgins. Why the artist who 
engraved the Public Seal of the Presidency, from part of whose design the Badge was taken, 
should have chosen to depict a female figure with lamps is not known, but he may have thought 
that allusion to the Bibhcal Virgins would be more hkely to impress the name on the pubhc 
mind. Even so he was generous with his lamps!

60 cents. Dead Man’s Chest is a small island to the south of Tortola. Its principal claim to 
fame is that it is believed to form the subject of Robert Louis Stevenson’s lines in ^‘Treasure 
Island”:—

“Fifteen men on the Dead Man’s Chest—
Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum!”

When first visited by the Spaniards in the i6th century they named it “El Casa di Muerti” 
(the coffin), because its shape is suggestive of a table with a coffin lying upon it.

$1-20. Sir Francis Drake Channel. This is a wide sea-passage running east and west between 
Tortola (on the north) and Virgin Gorda. It was through this channel that the Ehzabethan 
navigator sailed his ships, in 1595, on his way to the battle of Puerto Rico.

$2-40. Road Town, on Tortola, is the chief town of the British Virgin Islands. It is a port of 
registry and contains the Government offices. Mail and passenger services connect it with the 
outer world by way of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands of the United States of America.

$4-80. Map of the Presidency. A general map showing the position of the group as a whole 
and the location of all the chief islands in relation to each other.

N.B.—The general issue of “Leeward Islands” stamps is vahd concurrently in aU the four 
Presidencies.
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Zanzibar
ZANZIBAR is a British Protec­
torate comprising the islands of 
Zanzibar and Pemba. Zanzibar 
itself lies in 6° S. latitude and 
39° E. longitude, and is separated 
from Tanganyika by a channel 
221 miles wide. It has an area of 
640 square miles, which is equal 
roughly to Hertfordshire. Pemba is 
situated 25 miles to the north-east 
in 5° S. latitude and 39° E. 

longitude. Its area has 380 square miles ■, a httle larger than Huntingdonshire.
The population of the Protectorate numbered 264,162 at the time of the census in February, 

1948. Of these, 149,575 resided in Zanzibar and 114,587 in Pemba. It is estimated that by the 
end of 1952 the total population had increased to 270,784.

The currency in use is that of East Africa; the standard coin being the shilling (too cents), 
at par with sterling.

In addition to the General Post Office in Zanzibar city there are 9 other post offices in the 
Protectorate, namely;—

In Zanzibar: Chwaka, Koani, Makunduchi, Mangapwani, Mkokotoni and Ngambo.
In Pemba: Chake-Chake, Mkoani and Wete.

The first stamps to be issued in the Protectorate were certain values of the then current 
Indian stamps, over printed “Zanzibar”. They appeared on the loth November, 1895. The first 
issue proper to the Protectorate dates from the 20th September, 1896. The current series 
comprises 14 denominations engraved and recess printed by Messrs. De La Rue & Co. Ltd., 
as follows;—

DENOMINATION COLOURS SUBJECT DATE OF ISSUE

Black
Orange
Green
Red
Claret
Blue-green
Blue
Sepia
Violet
Green and brown 
Blue and purple 
Black and red 
Grey and green 
Scarlet and black

Sultan Khalifa II 
Sultan Khalifa II 
Sultan Khalifa II 
Sultan Khalifa II 
Sultan Khalifa II 
Sultan Khalifa II 
Sultan Khahfa II 
Sultan Khahfa II 
Sultan Khahfa II 
Seyyid Khahfa Schools 
Seyyid Khahfa Schools 
Seyyid Khahfa Schools 
Seyyid Khahfa Schools 
Seyyid Khahfa Schools

26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52
26.8.52

5 cents 
10 cents 
15 cents 
20 cents 
25 cents 
30 cents 
35 cents 
40 cents 
50 cents

1 shihing
2 shiUings
5 shilhngs

7-50 shilhngs 
10 shilhngs
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5 cents to 50 cents. A framed portrait of the Ruler, His Highness Seyyid Sir Khalifa bin Harub, 
G.C.M.G., G.B.E., Sultan (Khalifa II) of Zanzibar since 1911. The stamps were first issued on 
the 73rd anniversary of the birth of His Highness the Sultan.

i/- to 10/-. The Seyyid Khalifa Schools at Beit-el-Ras, on the seashore about 4 miles from 
Zanzibar Town, were completed in the latter part of 1950. They are built on the site of a former 
Sultan’s palace, a part of which is actually incorporated in the new school buildings. The 
estabhshment comprises a rural middle school (junior secondary) and a male teacher training 
service. A feature much appreciated by the pupils is that they enjoy plenty of swimming and 
fishing.
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Appendix
List of Postal Authorities to whom orders for postage stamps in current use should be 
addressed, and to whom remittances should be made payable by their official designations.

TERRITORY OFFICIAL DESIGNATION ADDRESS

Aden, Colony 
Aden, Qu’aiti State

The Postmaster-General
The Postmaster 

or The Postmaster- 
General

The Postmaster 
or The Postmaster- 
General

The Postmaster

Aden
Mukalla, Aden Protectorate. 
Aden.

Aden, Kathiri State Seiyun, Aden Protectorate. 
Aden.

Antigua G.P.O., St. John’s, Antigua, 
B.W.I.

Georgetown, Ascension Island. 
Jamestown, St. Helena. 
Nassau, The Bahamas. 
Bridgetown, Barbados.
Maseru, Basutoland.

Ascension The Postmistress 
or The Postmaster 

The Postmaster-General 
The Colonial Postmaster 
The Controller of Posts 

and Telegraphs 
The Senior Postmaster

Bahamas
Barbados
Basutoland

Bechuanaland Protectorate The Imperial Reserve, Mafeking, 
South Africa.

Hamilton, Bermuda. 
Georgetown, British Guiana. 
G.P.O., Belize, British Honduras. 
Honiara, Guadalcanal, British 

Solomon Islands Protectorate. 
Brunei, via North Borneo.

Bermuda 
British Guiana 
British Honduras 
British Solomon Islands 

Protectorate 
Brunei

The Colonial Postmaster 
The Postmaster-General 
The Colonial Postmaster 
The Protectorate 

Postmaster
The Superintendent, Posts 

and Telegraphs 
The PostmasterCayman Islands Georgetown, Grand Cayman, 

Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
G.P.O. Nicosia, Cyprus.
G.P.O., Roseau, Dominica, 

B.W.I.
Stanley, Falkland Islands. 
Stanley, Falkland Islands 
(in the Dependency concerned). 

Box 40, G.P.O., Suva,
Fiji Islands.

G.P.O. Bathurst, Gambia.
• G.P.O., Main Street, Gibraltar. 
Tarawa, Gilbert and ElUce 

Islands Colony.
Accra, Gold Coast.

Cyprus
Dominica

The Postmaster-General 
The Colonial Postmaster

Falkland Islands 
Falkland Islands 

Dependencies

The Postmaster-General 
The Postmaster-General 
or The Deputy Postmaster 

The Postmaster-GeneralFiji

Gambia
Gibraltar
Gilbert and Ellice Islands 

Colony 
Gold Coast

The Postmaster-General 
The Colonial Postmaster 
The Chief Postmaster

The Director of Posts and 
T elecommunications
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TERRITORY OFFICIAL DESIGNATION ADDRESS

Grenada 
Hong Kong 
Jamaica

The Colonial Postmaster 
The Postmaster-General 
The Postmaster-General

G.P.O.j Grenada, B.W.I.
G.P.O., Hong Kong.
G.P.O., Kingston, Jamaica, 

B.W.I.
Postal Services Department, 

Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

G.P.O., Nairobi, Kenya.

Johore The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Kedah The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Kelantan The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanganyika 

Leeward Islands

The Postmaster-General

The Postmaster G.P.O., St. John’s, Antigua, 
B.W.I.

Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

G.P.O., Valetta, Malta.
G.P.O., Port Louis, Mauritius.
G.P.O., Plymouth, Montserrat, 

B.W.I.
Postal Services Department, 

Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Vila, New Hebrides.

Malacca The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Malaya (all issues) The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Malta
Mauritius
Montserrat

The Postmaster-General 
The Postmaster-General 
The Postmaster

Negri Sembilan The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

New Hebrides The Condominium Post­
master

The Chief AccountantNigeria Posts and Telegraphs Depart­
ment, Lagos, Nigeria.

G.P.O. Jesselton, North Borneo.North Borneo The Director of Posts and 
Telegraphs 

The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Pahang Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Penang The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Perak The Director of Posts 
(Finance)
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TERRITORY OFFICIAL DESIGNATION ADDRESS

The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Perlis Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Pitcairn Island, Western Pacific.
G.P.O. Basseterre,

St. Christopher, B.W.I.
Jamestown, St. Helena.
G.P.O. Castries, St. Lucia, 

B.W.I.
G.P.O., Kingstown, St. Vincent, 

B.W.I.
G.P.O. Kuching, Sarawak.
Postal Services Department, 

Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

Central Post Office, Victoria, 
Mahe, Seychelles.

Postal Services Department, 
Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

G.P.O., Hargeisa, Somahland 
Protectorate, via Aden.

Mbabane, Swaziland.
G.P.O., Nairobi, Kenya.
G.P.O., Nuku’alofa, Tonga.
Postal Services Department, 

Kuala Lumpur, Federation of 
Malaya.

G.P.O., Port of Spain,
Trinidad, B.W.I.

Tristan da Cunha, South 
Atlantic.

Jamestown, St. Helena.
Grand Turk, Turks Islands, 

B.W.I.
G.P.O., Nairobi, Kenya.
Road Town, Tortola, British 

Virgin Islands.
G.P.O., Zanzibar.

Pitcairn Islands 
St. Christopher, Nevis 

and Anguilla 
St. Helena 
St. Lucia

The Postmaster 
The Postmaster

The Postmaster 
The Postmaster

St. Vincent The Colonial Postmaster

Sarawak
Selangor

The Postmaster-General 
The Director of Posts 

(Finance)

Seychelles The Postmaster

Singapore The Director of Posts 
(Finance)

Somaliland Protectorate The Postmaster-General

Swaziland
Tanganyika
Tonga
Trengganu

The Senior Postmaster 
The Postmaster-General 
The Chief Postmaster 
The Director of Posts 

(Finance)

Trinidad and Tobago The Accountant

Tristan da Cunha The Administrator
or

The Postmaster 
The PostmasterTurks and Caicos Islands

Uganda 
Virgin Islands

The Postmaster-General 
The Postmaster

Zanzibar The Postmaster

N.B. Only mint current stamps are obtainable from Colonial post offices. Orders for stamps 
should be accompanied by a remittance sufficient to cover their face value plus return postage and 
registration or insurance fee as may be appropriate according to the value of the packet.

All remittances for stamps must be made by means of bankers’ drafts, money orders or British 
postal orders payable to the officer concerned by his official designation. Remittances in any other
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form will be returned to the sender. Exceptionally in the case of Tristan da Cunha, where there 
are no banking facilities, aU remittances must be in the form of British postal orders which should 
NOT be crossed for payment through a Bank.

Colonial postal officials are forbidden, by their own regulations, to act in any way as agents for 
stamp dealers or collectors; to cancel any stamps which are not affixed to packages posted locally 
and intended to be carried by post; to cancel stamps upon or to post letters forwarded to them for 
that purpose, or to sell stamps taken from some special part of a sheet at the request of 
the purchaser. Nor are Colonial postal authorities prepared to nominate local residents to act as 
agents in any such matters.

British Colonial Authorities do not hold any stocks of obsolete postage stamps or of stamps 
that have already served their postal purpose, but ALL British Colonial postage stamps, current 
or obsolete, may be purchased in either mint or used condition through stamp dealers in this 
country.
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